                 Unreliable Witness

                       by G. L. Parry 
     I have always enjoyed Larry Niven’s excellent ‘Gil the ARM’ stories, and wanted to write detective stories of my own in a similar vein.  The laws that govern the behavior of the Universe disallow so-called ‘psychic’ powers, of course.  I needed something else to set Senior-Detective Clinton Ravenscroft apart from ordinary law-enforcement officers.  What better than a white Snow-tiger with an IQ in the 90’s and a keen, albeit cynical view of human beings and the world around him?  Enter Ravenscroft’s unusual and outspoken four-legged assistant, Gabriel.

     In their third case, he and Gabriel are at home luxuriating in one of their well-earned long weekends when an unexpected visitor interrupts their reverie by bursting in on them in the middle of the night.  It is Superleopard Hypatia, bearing the shocking news that her merchant-banker master, Alexander Haddin, has just bludgeoned his secret lover to death with a baseball bat and intends to frame her for the murder instead.

     Without a body, how can Ravenscroft and the police possibly convict Haddin, the real killer, and save Hypatia from execution?  Fortunately, Ravenscroft’s powers of intuition enable him to decide how to thwart Haddin’s cold-blooded plan.  Step One is convincing her to turn herself in to the authorities where she will be safe, but can he convince her to save herself by giving up her freedom in the cause of the greater good?







