                The Surface so Bright
                       by G. L. Parry 
     In Shark Bay on the remote coastline of western Australia, Janine Whitlie and her student researcher are five years into a project studying its resident dolphins, monitoring their population and fertility levels in case another virulent viral outbreak causes their numbers to crash catastrophically as happened years earlier with the Plummer-Oshiro virus in the Northern Hemisphere.  It is a tough job for two, and without the generous funds allocated to more prestigious projects on the Great Barrier Reef and elsewhere they work long, arduous hours to collect their precious data.  

     Finally, it appears luck has turned their way.  Tinsel, their prize female, is about to calve.  After five previous single-births, she is the last of their test-group yet to give birth.  To their joy, Tinsel delivers twins but before they can take tissue samples from the infants a a tropical cyclone bears down upon the inlet and forces them to return to safe harbor to ride out the storm.  While they wait, news arrives from a competitor that a famous biologist from America is about to pay them an unexpected visit.  What does the reclusive Professor Nancy Warrington want with them, and what has prompted her to come out of retirement in the first place?  

     To their amazement, her arrival answers the question in a way nobody could have ever expected, and just in time to salvage their project as Tinsel’s family heads out of the shelter of Shark Bay into the tractless wilderness of the Indian Ocean.







