                 The Meat that Talks

                       by G. L. Parry 

     After three years spent exploring the Great Icefield searching for habitable planets and signs of alien intelligence, the Arukai crew aboard the aptly-named Fervent Hope are nearing the end of a long, fruitless voyage away from civilization back in the Golden Empire.  Soon it will be time to turn for home with tails tucked between their legs, having once again found nothing of real value or significance. 

     Working alone late one night, Scans-Officer Jhetasu notices an anomalous image in an old navigation-frame which has no right being there.  Before filing the data away he decides to take one last look, and makes the discovery of a lifetime.  The energy and polarity of the X-rays and gamma-rays are far too regular and uniform to have been produced by a new supernova.  But no natural phenomenon he has ever heard of could produce such a unique signature.  The tell-tale pinpoint of light can mean only one thing.  He sits in silence at his workdesk for a long time, absorbing the implications before reaching shakily for the intercom.  Arukai history will never be the same again...







