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     In 3065 the starship Thüringen arrives in a solar system 450 light-years from Earth, following the lead of a long-range probe which passed that way years earlier and returned bearing jaw-dropping pictures of an unknown new planet, one with a rich oxygen/nitrogen atmosphere and teeming with life.  Stumbled upon as intended shortly after touchdown, the bewildered Team soon find themselves reluctantly embroiled in a bitter war between the walled city-state of Kchai-sa-man and her neighbor Sempenan, led by its tyrannical leader bent on armed invasion and conquest.  

     It is Navigator David Kellar’s first voyage beyond the borders of humanity’s ever-expanding Commonwealth.  Only in their wildest dreams did he and his companions expect to find themselves walking the cobbled streets of a riverside city embarking upon its own era of Renaissance, struggling simultaneously to defend its flowering culture and priceless Institute of Learning from the aggressive territorial ambitions of Sempenan’s despotic First-Lord Val Mandaar.  

     For Kellar’s inner historian, the city is a dream come true.  So, too, is First-Minister Kal Marric’s elfin daughter, Caarin.  Overcome by his surroundings and blissfully unaware of her lovelorn melancholy, he unwittingly manages to send all the wrong signals as their tentative friendship blossoms from infatuation on her part, then into one-sided love.  

     Courtship for females along the Great Valley is an all-or-nothing plunge, with any strutting testosterone-charged male more than happy to find himself Chosen by one of the fairer sex.  The native Marriage Vow contains no words equating to ‘for better or worse’.  On Engsa, where young couples instinctively mate for life, marriage is always for the better.  Distracted by Kchai-sa-man’s myriad wonders and the battle to repel her invaders, little does Kellar suspect Caarin is stalking him with single-minded determination.  No matter how he reacts she has no intention of letting him escape, not with the ultimate justification for existence almost within her grasp.







