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     I have always enjoyed Larry Niven’s excellent ‘Gil the ARM’ stories, and wanted to write detective stories of my own in a similar vein.  The laws that govern the behavior of the Universe disallow so-called ‘psychic’ powers, of course, so I needed something else to set Senior-Detective Clinton Ravenscroft apart from ordinary law-enforcement officers.  What better than a white Snow-tiger with an IQ in the 90’s and a cynical view of human beings and the world around him?  Enter Ravenscroft’s unusual and outspoken four-legged assistant, Gabriel.

     In their second major case, a fresh Missing Person report has them attending the exclusive Lassell City Country Club, home to luxurious weekenders owned by some of Mars’ privileged elite.  Lindy Madden happens to be Eric Janssen’s girlfriend.  Eric Janssen’s father just happens to be Anders Janssen, one of the planet’s wealthiest citizens.  Neither seems to know anything about her disappearance, but when her body turns up at Eric Janssen’s plush bachelor-pad on the wrong side of a 6-metre security-wall, all manner of difficult questions arise.  

     Ravenscroft soon uncovers a shady real-estate venture involving one of Lindy Madden’s ex-boyfriends, Chi Yao-Wang.  A motive begins to form in Ravenscroft’s mind.  Item one: Wang needs money.  Item two: Lars Janssen has it.  Lindy Madden links them together, but where does Superpanther Godwin, Lars Janssen’s impossibly strong and super-fast bodyguard, come into the picture?







