                  Routine Enquiries

                       by G. L. Parry 

     I have always enjoyed Larry Niven’s excellent ‘Gil the ARM’ stories, and wanted to write detective stories of my own in a similar vein.  The laws that govern the behavior of the Universe disallow so-called ‘psychic’ powers, alas.  I needed something else to set Senior-Detective Clinton Ravenscroft apart from ordinary law-enforcement officers.  What better than a white Snow Tiger with an IQ in the 90’s and a keen, albeit cynical view of human beings and the world around him?  Enter Ravenscroft’s unusual and outspoken four-legged assistant, Officer Gabriel.

     In their first major case working together, investigations into the fatal fall of a star actor from his 11th-floor penthouse lead to a most-unexpected and accidental murderer: Lucius.  The question is: should they prosecute Natalie Fontaine, his famous actor-owner, and is it worth risking their own lives attempting to detain a Superpanther possessing strength and reflexes many times that of his original wild ancestors in case he kills again? 







