                  Proof of Concept

                       by G. L. Parry

     On a remote desert isle in the Djiyyan Sea, the Stairway to Heaven has stood for as many generations as passing travelers can remember.  Lit by the sun’s rays at dawn and dusk, it stands like a fiery needle aimed strait at Inner Moon.  Some claim it to be the handiwork of the Gods but ancient records prove it to be an Arukai-made thing, rendered all the more remarkable by its great size.  In the thirty-first year of the reign of His Most Formidable majesty Sutrifajru 8th, the Gainsayer and two 20-gun escorts drop anchor on the island’s southern shore.  Accompanying the Supreme Navy are men of education and reason, keen to investigate the ruins of the past and take home what wealth and knowledge they can in the name of the King’s glory.  They are the first Arukai to intentionally set foot there for more than 1,500 years.  Senior-Academician Sjilani brings with him telescopes and simple instruments to study the Stairway, but after a month he and his colleagues are no closer to understanding what the colossal structure was for.  Reluctantly, they decide climbing it will be the only way to find out for certain. 

     I always enjoyed David Masson’s classic Mouth of Hell, about the exploration of a gigantic trench on an unnamed planet.  I wanted to write a similar story about similarly ill-prepared scientists, climbing not downwards but up.  But what if the enormous thing facing them is artificial, not natural like a normal mountain?  How far might it extend, and can they ever reach the top to solve its mystery without getting themselves killed along the way?







