                    Next of Kin
                       by G. L. Parry

     I have always enjoyed Larry Niven’s excellent ‘Gil the ARM’ stories, and wanted to write detective stories of my own in a similar vein.  The laws that govern the behavior of the Universe disallow so-called ‘psychic’ powers, of course.  I needed something else to set Senior-Detective Clinton Ravenscroft apart from ordinary law-enforcement officers.  What better than a white Snow-tiger with an IQ in the 90’s and a decidedly cynical view of human beings and the world around him?  Enter Ravenscroft’s unusual and outspoken four-legged assistant, Gabriel.

    In their fifth major case, a late-night tri-V announcement catches Ravenscroft’s attention.  The widow of one of Mars’ richest landowners has died, unexpectedly leaving her great fortune not to her family but her devoted nanny and lifelong companion, Superlioness Eliza.  Promptly forgetting about it, the report comes back to haunt him months later when one of Dame Margot’s three children dies alone in a suspicious climbing accident in the remote Archeron Mountains.  Worse still, her second son suffers a similar fate whilst out shopping, leaving Melissa Fallowfield as sole survivor and heir.

     In direct violation of their pacifistic conditioning, a Superpet serial killer appears to be on the loose.  Can Ravenscroft and Gabriel apprehend the killer and save Melissa’s life before the media flood the airwaves with the news, panicking the public and destroying forever the trust which exists between mankind and the thousands of Superpets he shares the Solar System with?







