                Insufficient Evidence
                       by G. L. Parry 

     I always enjoyed Larry Niven’s excellent ‘Gil the ARM’ stories, and wanted to write detective stories of my own in a similar vein.  The laws that govern the behavior of the Universe disallow so-called ‘psychic’ powers, alas.  I needed something else to set Senior-Detective Clinton Ravenscroft apart from ordinary law-enforcement officers.  What better than a white Snow-tiger with an IQ in the 90’s and a keen, albeit cynical view of human beings and the world around him?  Enter Ravenscroft’s unusual and outspoken four-legged assistant, Gabriel.  

     When Third-Citizen Boris Zekinsky, one of Mars’ wealthiest and most influential politicians, is unexpectedly strangled in the middle of the day in his luxury mansion, Detective Clinton Ravenscroft is called in to investigate.  Who would want Zelinsky dead, and does it have anything to do with the upcoming vote in the Planetary Council where long-awaited legislation promising equal rights to new-generation Superpets is finally ready to be passed?  

     When the murderer turns out to be none other than Zelinsky’s trusted bodyguard, Gabriel himself, Ravenscroft finds himself caught in a moral dilemma the likes of which he has never faced before.  Should he turn the big cat in for execution or resist temptation by taking advantage of the situation, thus benefiting not only himself but the entire planet’s population of genetically-improved animals and ultimately human society as a whole? 







