                 Eye of the Beholder
                       by G. L. Parry
     Despite winning 15 million Newpounds in Britain’s biggest lottery, Sean Pritchard finds himself wondering over and over again what it is that is missing from his life.  Buying a country house, learning to fly and collecting sports-cars occupies several enjoyable years as he adjusts to his new-found wealth, but eventually even those pleasures fail to distract from his life-long dream – being better than merely human; being more than human.

     One day during a visit to London he finds himself standing outside the exclusive Picadilly offices of Better Bodies Incorporated, the world’s leading creator of bipedal custom-grown anthropomorphic bodies based on cervine, canine and leonine genomes.  Only the mega-rich can afford their services; in the past, fantasies were all Sean himself could afford.  Thousands of people have made the so-called Change since the technology became available centuries earlier, following the fallout from the Birthchoice Pill fiasco.  Small communities have sprung up throughout the West where the newly remade can dwell in peace and isolation, reveling in their new lives and raising families free from religious bigotry and the unwelcome glare of media attention.  

     Before he changes his mind, Sean takes the plunge and plunges in through the revolving doors.  After a educational tour of the hi-tech facilities escorted by one of their staff, a handsome white-tail cervid called Rocky, he quickly realizes it is unthinkable for him to back out after having prevaricated for so long. 

     Having paid his 5 million deposit, a slow, suspenseful year passes while his chosen vessel is force-grown from a clump of cells to a size capable of accommodating his human brain.  When the news finally arrives that everything is ready all he needs to do is decide whether he wants to spend the rest of his life as a deer, wolf or big cat surrounded by smelly, ugly apes with slow reflexes, poor eyesight and naked pink skin.






