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                       by G. L. Parry

     Jeejie Hejriit was a small boy harbouring ambitions so enormous it seemed inconceivable they could safely be contained within his slender frame.  Known to his clan and neighbours by his diminutive, for as long as he could remember it felt like he was living trapped inside a tightly corked bottle unable to escape.  The village he lived near was small, too: a lone meeting-hall, a General Store and a one-room school surrounded by a huddle of sturdy low-roofed timber dwellings the frigid gales seemed determined to blow clean off the face of the earth like so many pieces of loose fluff.  There his parents bred curly-coated renaal for meat on a stud nestled among rocky hills which tumbled down to the storm-lashed shores of the Western Archipelago.  
     Having served their own apprenticeships at the end of a broom, his older brothers were away building lives of their own, and rarely visited.  Out repairing fences or cutting hay, sometimes Jeejie saw clipper ships sweeping past, laden with produce and lucky travellers headed who-knew-where.  As soon as he was old enough he vowed he would take hire on one and set sail to explore the world for himself.  

     Unwritten custom permitted brave individuals to emigrate South to pursue their destinies, but such Crossers were rare.  Most returned penniless from a bewildering land they couldn’t adjust to, bearing tales of false hopes and broken dreams.  A few Southerners with a taste for adventure drifted north to experience life in the raw, no doubt anticipating experiences both rustic and quaint.  Time spent roughing it without electricity, tri-V and other modern luxuries quickly disabused them of such sentimental notions.  Only along the length of the Isthmus did the two peoples co-exist in uneasy parallel, living above, below and alongside but pointedly ignoring one another like two halves of a malfunctioning brain unwillingly forced to share the confines of the same cramped skull.

