                 Backward & Forward
                       by G. L. Parry

     On the Arukai colony world of Haronti’s Gamble two civilizations co-exist on two continents separated by a wide equatorial ocean.  Only along the narrow, mountainous isthmus which connects them do the two live above, below and alongside one another whilst rarely interacting.  The South enjoys all the benefits of modern technology, while Northerners survive as people did back on Homeworld before the invention of electricity, steam engines and interstellar spaceflight.  Gjerrai – known to his family and friends as Jeejie - is a young boy with big ambitions he keeps to himself.  One day, he vows, he will sign up aboard one of the North’s sailing ships and head out to see the whole of the world for himself.  

     His big chance finally arrives when he turns 13, the age young males traditionally cast off their baby-names and assume the full responsibilities of adulthood.  In Adjii, the one city in the North where the two peoples mix, he unexpectedly finds himself being followed.  He is even more surprised when his stalker turns out to be a young girl from the South who has run away from her parents for a taste of adventure on the low-tech side of the great divide.  Even more shocking is her news that an exploration ship has made contact with a strange race of furless bipeds calling themselves ‘human beings’.  Having come so far and having had his eyes opened so wide, how can Gjerrai possibly return to his previous life of endless work and pastoral drudgery?  

     Fortunately, his dilemma is solved when Jiikri agrees to have him escort her safely back to the Capital.  Her father is always criticizing her for not taking any risks, so it serves him right if she puts some of his advice into action.  Already in love, Gjerrai can hardly argue with reasoning like that!







