                 A Sunburnt Country

                       by G. L. Parry 

     Once owned by the Golden Empire of the Arukai, the frontier world of Jekobar’s Defiance has been ceded to the Commonwealth of Humanity as war reparations in the wake of the Grand Armistice.  Teams of humans have arrived to complete the planet’s conversion from a sterile hothouse world into a open-air colony fit for habitation.  Commander Tyson Naylor, freshly dispatched from active service rounding up stray enemy warships, cannot decide whether the move is a promotion or not.  No friend of the wolflike aliens, he finds his mixed-race staff managed by an irascible female ‘kai named Criweela clearly used to having things her own way and who views his arrival with feelings equally as confused as his own.

     For markedly different reasons each is desperately lonely, yet despite their cautious mutual attraction their coming-together seems anything but pre-ordained.  Complicating matters is the Base’s mascot, a super-leopard named Uumqua, who makes it clear from the beginning that Naylor, as senior  ranking officer, is top of her list when it comes to sexual conquests.  After a rocky start with both of them Naylor establishes himself in charge and things are beginning to settle down when out of the blue comes a grim message left by his departed predecessor, warning of a plot to sabotage the Project and provoke a possible coup back on the Arukai homeworld, Ajoor.  With Uumqua’s help, the mismatched trio set about preventing the attack in light of an imminent visit by the President of Earth himself.  Is the warning merely a diversion from an even more serious security threat?  Will the news of the death of Naylor’s missing spouse affect his up-and-down relationship with Criweela, and how long will Uumqua continue to take ‘no’ for an answer?







