                   A Passage Home
                       by G. L. Parry
     Three years after Homeworld’s corrupt world government blew itself up in a limited nuclear war, ex-chef Ajoorn Njathru finds himself alive and well in a monastery, tending its secret library of scientific works salvaged from the technology-smashing mobs and bonfires which followed in the wake of the holocaust.  With his wife and children lost, his new life is devoted to investigating rumors of hidden books wherever they might be and recovering them for the sake of future generations.  When his latest Quest takes him back to the country town where he was born he finds himself playing a leading role in a daring rescue, one final act in the great drama which has ruined not only his life but the lives of millions of others. 

    On Inner Moon, Academician Orjian Rjakku and his four colleagues are terrified of returning home and sharing the dire fate of all the other scientists and technicians hanged or burned at the stake when their shuttles touched down.  When the water-reclamation system breaks down for the eighth time, everybody realizes their three-year exile is finally at an end.  Faced with no choice, they must make the perilous crossing in an untested lifeboat capsule, hoping against hope they can land safely and escape before they wind up lynched by an angry mob.  Thanks to the war, a new Dark Age is descending.  There is nothing they can do to stop it, but one day the Race will aim for the stars again.  In their laptops ride the blueprints of their revolutionary propulsion system, paid for at the cost of great effort and several lives.  If they can only ensure the data survives, having a head-start next time might make all the difference between ignominious failure and destiny-fulfilling success.







